a document was given to them known as the " Golden Firman " by which
they were given permisson to trade at any of the ports in the Golconda
kingdom. On their part the English engaged to import into the King's
dominions Persian horses and other breeds of which he was to have the
preference of purchase. Six years later the king granted them a second
Farman allowing increased trading facilities. Thus they established a fresh
factory forty six miles to the north of Masulipatam. Various European
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travellers from Sir Thomas Roe downwards who had visited the kingdom
from time to time bear testimony to the general prosperity of the Deccan.
Monsieur Thevenot, a French traveller, visited the capital of Golconda in
the year 1667, and he tells us that he found many rich merchants in the
town, also bankers and jewellers and many skilled artisans.

About the   year    1683   Abul   Hasan   appears   to   have   become
irregular in payment of the tribute to Delhi and this brought the Imperial
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